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Monday 10th January 2022 

 
Dear Parent/Carer(s),  
 
Re: Reopening Information 
 
Happy New Year. I hope that you and your family have had an enjoyable, restful and safe 
holiday.  
 
The government updated its guidance for schools on Sunday 2nd January 2022. I am writing to 
you to provide an update. The full government guidance can be found by clicking the link here 
should you wish to see it in full.   
 
Onsite Lateral Flow Testing (LFT):  
 
Thank you to all of you that have taken appointments for this following our communication 
before the holiday, it helps to keep the rate of infection down within our community.  
 
Face coverings: 
 
Due to the rapid increase in the number of Covid cases, the government is now advising that 
all students in Year 7 and above should wear a face covering when in indoor spaces, including 
classrooms. Further to the school’s ParentMail communication on Sunday, please can you 
ensure that you provide your child with a face covering which they will be expected to wear 
indoors, other than when they are sitting down to eat.  Can I also remind you that it is 
important that your child wears a face covering at all times when travelling to and from school 
on public transport.  
 
We do have a small number of face coverings that we can issue should a child forget, lose or 
damage their face covering but we urge you as parents to support us in providing a face 
covering for your child. Students who are exempt will not be required to wear a face covering. 
We keep a register of exempt students. Please contact your child’s Year Leader, Mr Shafiq, 
should you wish to discuss any aspect of exemption so that they are aware of any medical 
reasons. 
 
Schools have been told that these changes are temporary and that they will be reviewed on 
26th January 2022.  
 
I also remind you that visitors, including parents and carers, must also wear a face covering 
when in indoor communal areas of the Academy site. Please view our full guidance for visitors 
on our website by clicking here.  
 
Regular home testing: 
 
We can all play our part to minimise the risk to other members of our Academy community. 
Please ensure that your child continues to lateral flow test twice a week; we recommend a 
test on Sunday and Wednesday evenings. We will continue to distribute LFTs to students on a 
regular basis. If your child attended the Onsite Lateral Flow Testing today, they were provided 
with a new home testing kit. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1044530/Schools_guidance_Jan_22.pdf
https://www.bluecoattrent.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2021/12/COVID-19-Guidance-for-Visitors.pdf


 
Self-Isolation: 
 
From tomorrow, the requirements for self-isolation will change; any student who tests positive 
can release themselves from self-isolation after seven days, providing that they have had two 
negative LFTs at least 24 hours apart on days six and seven of the isolation. In practice, this 
means that students who have tested positive can return to school on day eight if they meet 
the LFT requirement.  
 
No other self-isolation requirements have changed, close contacts identified do not need to 
isolate but should conduct LFTs for seven days to ensure that they remain negative.  
 
Please contact us here at school (via the office) should you have any questions about self-
isolation.  
 
Finally, thank you again for your ongoing support. I look forward to continuing to work with 
you to ensure that all of our students continue to excel over the coming year.  
 
  
Yours faithfully,  

 
 
 
 

Miss C McManus  
Principal, 
Bluecoat Trent Academy 

 
 

 
 


